
Birth & Trail of the Church 

Matthew 16:15-18 He saith unto them, But whom say ye that I am? 16 And Simon Peter answered and 

said, Thou art the Christ, the Son of the living God. 17 And Jesus answered and said unto him, Blessed 

art thou, Simon Bar-jona: for flesh and blood hath not revealed it unto thee, but my Father which is in 

heaven. 18 And I say also unto thee, That thou art Peter, and upon this rock I will build my church; and 

the gates of hell shall not prevail against it. 

John 17:20-22 Neither pray I for these alone, but for them also which shall believe on me through their 

word; 21 That they all may be one; as thou, Father, art in me, and I in thee, that they also may be one in 

us: that the world may believe that thou hast sent me. 22 And the glory which thou gavest me I have 

given them; that they may be one, even as we are one: 

t 
John 20:21-22 Then said Jesus to them again, Peace be unto you: as my Father hath sent me, even so 

send I you. 22 And when he had said this, he breathed on them, and saith unto them, Receive ye the 

Holy Ghost: 

 

 

 

Gospels & General Epistles 
 
Mark 16:19-20 So then after the Lord had spoken 
unto them, he was received up into heaven, and 
sat on the right hand of God. 20 And they went 
forth, and preached every where, the Lord 
working with them, and confirming the word with 
signs following. Amen. 
 
Acts 2:32-33 This Jesus hath God raised up, 
whereof we all are witnesses. 33 Therefore being 
by the right hand of God exalted, and having 
received of the Father the promise of the Holy 
Ghost, he hath shed forth this, which ye now see 
and hear. 
 
Acts 5:30-31 The God of our fathers raised up 
Jesus, whom ye slew and hanged on a tree. 31 
Him hath God exalted with his right hand to be a 
Prince and a Saviour, for to give repentance to 
Israel, and forgiveness of sins. 
 
Acts 7:55-56 But he, being full of the Holy Ghost, 
looked up stedfastly into heaven, and saw the 

Pauline Epistles 
 
Romans 8:34 Who is he that condemneth? It is 
Christ that died, yea rather, that is risen again, 
who is even at the right hand of God, who also 
maketh intercession for us. 
 
Ephesians 1:19-23 And what is the exceeding 
greatness of his power to us-ward who believe, 
according to the working of his mighty power, 20 
Which he wrought in Christ, when he raised him 
from the dead, and set him at his own right hand 
in the heavenly places, 21 Far above all 
principality, and power, and might, and 
dominion, and every name that is named, not 
only in this world, but also in that which is to 
come: 22 And hath put all things under his feet, 
and gave him to be the head over all things to 
the church, 23 Which is his body, the fulness of 
him that filleth all in all. 
 
Ephesians 4:8-10 Wherefore he saith, When he 
ascended up on high, he led captivity captive, and 
gave gifts unto men. 9 (Now that he ascended, 



glory of God, and Jesus standing on the right 
hand of God, 56 And said, Behold, I see the 
heavens opened, and the Son of man standing 
on the right hand of God. 
 
Hebrews 1:3 Who being the brightness of his 
glory, and the express image of his person, and 
upholding all things by the word of his power, 
when he had by himself purged our sins, sat 
down on the right hand of the Majesty on high; 
 
Hebrews 8:1 Now of the things which we have 
spoken this is the sum: We have such an high 
priest, who is set on the right hand of the throne 
of the Majesty in the heavens; 
 
Hebrews 10:12 But this man, after he had 
offered one sacrifice for sins for ever, sat down 
on the right hand of God 
 
1 Peter 3:22 Who is gone into heaven, and is on 
the right hand of God; angels and authorities and 
powers being made subject unto him. 
 

what is it but that he also descended first into the 
lower parts of the earth? 10 He that descended is 
the same also that ascended up far above all 
heavens, that he might fill all things.) 
 
Colossians 3:1 If ye then be risen with Christ, 
seek those things which are above, where Christ 
sitteth on the right hand of God. 
 

 

Following the Trail…→ 

Acts 1:1-26 The former treatise have I made, O Theophilus, of all that Jesus began both to do and teach, 

2 Until the day in which he was taken up, after that he through the Holy Ghost had given 

commandments unto the apostles whom he had chosen: 3 To whom also he shewed himself alive after 

his passion by many infallible proofs, being seen of them forty days, and speaking of the things 

pertaining to the kingdom of God: 4 And, being assembled together with them, commanded them that 

they should not depart from Jerusalem, but wait for the promise of the Father, which, saith he, ye have 

heard of me. 5 For John truly baptized with water; but ye shall be baptized with the Holy Ghost not 

many days hence. 6 When they therefore were come together, they asked of him, saying, Lord, wilt thou 

at this time restore again the kingdom to Israel? 7 And he said unto them, It is not for you to know the 

times or the seasons, which the Father hath put in his own power. 8 But ye shall receive power, after 

that the Holy Ghost is come upon you: and ye shall be witnesses unto me both in Jerusalem, and in all 

Judaea, and in Samaria, and unto the uttermost part of the earth. 9 And when he had spoken these 

things, while they beheld, he was taken up; and a cloud received him out of their sight. 10 And while 

they looked stedfastly toward heaven as he went up, behold, two men stood by them in white apparel; 

11 Which also said, Ye men of Galilee, why stand ye gazing up into heaven? this same Jesus, which is 

taken up from you into heaven, shall so come in like manner as ye have seen him go into heaven. 12 

Then returned they unto Jerusalem from the mount called Olivet, which is from Jerusalem a sabbath 

day's journey. 13 And when they were come in, they went up into an upper room, where abode both 

Peter, and James, and John, and Andrew, Philip, and Thomas, Bartholomew, and Matthew, James the 

son of Alphaeus, and Simon Zelotes, and Judas the brother of James. 14 These all continued with one 

accord in prayer and supplication, with the women, and Mary the mother of Jesus, and with his 

brethren. 15 And in those days Peter stood up in the midst of the disciples, and said, (the number of 



names together were about an hundred and twenty,) 16 Men and brethren, this scripture must needs 

have been fulfilled, which the Holy Ghost by the mouth of David spake before concerning Judas, which 

was guide to them that took Jesus. 17 For he was numbered with us, and had obtained part of this 

ministry. 18 Now this man purchased a field with the reward of iniquity; and falling headlong, he burst 

asunder in the midst, and all his bowels gushed out. 19 And it was known unto all the dwellers at 

Jerusalem; insomuch as that field is called in their proper tongue, Aceldama, that is to say, The field of 

blood. 20 For it is written in the book of Psalms, Let his habitation be desolate, and let no man dwell 

therein: and his bishoprick let another take. 21 Wherefore of these men which have companied with us 

all the time that the Lord Jesus went in and out among us, 22 Beginning from the baptism of John, unto 

that same day that he was taken up from us, must one be ordained to be a witness with us of his 

resurrection. 23 And they appointed two, Joseph called Barsabas, who was surnamed Justus, and 

Matthias. 24 And they prayed, and said, Thou, Lord, which knowest the hearts of all men, shew whether 

of these two thou hast chosen, 25 That he may take part of this ministry and apostleship, from which 

Judas by transgression fell, that he might go to his own place. 26 And they gave forth their lots; and the 

lot fell upon Matthias; and he was numbered with the eleven apostles.  

 

Acts 2:1-15 And when the day of Pentecost was fully come, they were all with one accord in one place. 2 

And suddenly there came a sound from heaven as of a rushing mighty wind, and it filled all the house 

where they were sitting. 3 And there appeared unto them cloven tongues like as of fire, and it sat upon 

each of them. 4 And they were all filled with the Holy Ghost, and began to speak with other tongues, as 

the Spirit gave them utterance. 5 And there were dwelling at Jerusalem Jews, devout men, out of every 

nation under heaven. 6 Now when this was noised abroad, the multitude came together, and were 

confounded, because that every man heard them speak in his own language. 7 And they were all 

amazed and marvelled, saying one to another, Behold, are not all these which speak Galilaeans? 8 And 

how hear we every man in our own tongue, wherein we were born? 9 Parthians, and Medes, and 

Elamites, and the dwellers in Mesopotamia, and in Judaea, and Cappadocia, in Pontus, and Asia, 10 

Phrygia, and Pamphylia, in Egypt, and in the parts of Libya about Cyrene, and strangers of Rome, Jews 

and proselytes, 11 Cretes and Arabians, we do hear them speak in our tongues the wonderful works of 

God. 12 And they were all amazed, and were in doubt, saying one to another, What meaneth this? 13 

Others mocking said, These men are full of new wine. 14 But Peter, standing up with the eleven, lifted 

up his voice, and said unto them, Ye men of Judaea, and all ye that dwell at Jerusalem, be this known 

unto you, and hearken to my words: 15 For these are not drunken, as ye suppose, seeing it is but the 

third hour of the day. 

 

Acts 2:36-47 Therefore let all the house of Israel know assuredly, that God hath made that same Jesus, 

whom ye have crucified, both Lord and Christ. 37 Now when they heard this, they were pricked in their 

heart, and said unto Peter and to the rest of the apostles, Men and brethren, what shall we do? 38 Then 

Peter said unto them, Repent, and be baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ for the 

remission of sins, and ye shall receive the gift of the Holy Ghost. 39 For the promise is unto you, and to 

your children, and to all that are afar off, even as many as the Lord our God shall call. 40 And with many 

other words did he testify and exhort, saying, Save yourselves from this untoward generation. 41 Then 

they that gladly received his word were baptized: and the same day there were added unto them about 

three thousand souls. 42 And they continued stedfastly in the apostles' doctrine and fellowship, and in 

breaking of bread, and in prayers. 43 And fear came upon every soul: and many wonders and signs were 

done by the apostles. 44 And all that believed were together, and had all things common; 45 And sold 

their possessions and goods, and parted them to all men, as every man had need. 46 And they, 

continuing daily with one accord in the temple, and breaking bread from house to house, did eat their 



meat with gladness and singleness of heart, 47 Praising God, and having favour with all the people. And 

the Lord added to the church daily such as should be saved. 

 

→ About three thousand souls are added to ‘them’ the Apostles. 
 

Acts 2:41 Then they that gladly received his word were baptized: and the same day there were 

added unto them about three thousand souls. 

 

→ The Lord added to the church daily such as should saved. 
 

Acts 2:47 Praising God, and having favour with all the people. And the Lord added to the church 

daily such as should be saved. 

 

Fear came upon all the church. 
 

Acts 5:11 And great fear came upon all the church, and upon as many as heard these things. 

 

→ Believers were the more added to the Lord. 
 

Acts 5:14 And believers were the more added to the Lord, multitudes both of men and women.) 

 

A contrast is made to the church in the wilderness. 

 

Acts 7:38 This is he, that was in the church in the wilderness with the angel which spake to him 

in the mount Sina, and with our fathers: who received the lively oracles to give unto us: 

 

Reference is made of the church which was at Jerusalem. 

 

Acts 8:1 And Saul was consenting unto his death. And at that time there was a great persecution 

against the church which was at Jerusalem; and they were all scattered abroad throughout the 

regions of Judaea and Samaria, except the apostles. 

 

A general reference is made to the church. 

 

Acts 8:3 As for Saul, he made havock of the church, entering into every house, and haling men 

and women committed them to prison. 

 

Paul’s persecution of the church was a persecution against Christ. 

 

Acts 9:4 And he fell to the earth, and heard a voice saying unto him, Saul, Saul, why persecutest 

thou me? 

 

Acts 9:13 Then Ananias answered, Lord, I have heard by many of this man, how much evil he 

hath done to thy saints at Jerusalem: 

 

 

 



→ Paul added in Christ Acts 9. 
 

Acts 9:17-19 And Ananias went his way, and entered into the house; and putting his hands on 

him said, Brother Saul, the Lord, even Jesus, that appeared unto thee in the way as thou camest, 

hath sent me, that thou mightest receive thy sight, and be filled with the Holy Ghost. 18 And 

immediately there fell from his eyes as it had been scales: and he received sight forthwith, and 

arose, and was baptized. 19 And when he had received meat, he was strengthened. Then was 

Saul certain days with the disciples which were at Damascus. 

 

Romans 16:7 Salute Andronicus and Junia, my kinsmen, and my fellowprisoners, who are of 

note among the apostles, who also were in Christ before me. 

 

Reference is now made regarding churches throughout the regions. 

 

Acts 9:31 Then had the churches rest throughout all Judaea and Galilee and Samaria, and were 

edified; and walking in the fear of the Lord, and in the comfort of the Holy Ghost, were 

multiplied. 

 

Reference made to the church at Jerusalem. 

 

Acts 11:22 Then tidings of these things came unto the ears of the church which was in 

Jerusalem: and they sent forth Barnabas, that he should go as far as Antioch. 

 

→ Much people were added unto the Lord. 
 

Acts 11:24 For he was a good man, and full of the Holy Ghost and of faith: and much people was 

added unto the Lord. 

 

Jewish disciples were first called Christians at the church at Antioch in Syria. 

 

Acts 11:19 Now they which were scattered abroad upon the persecution that arose about 

Stephen travelled as far as Phenice, and Cyprus, and Antioch, preaching the word to none but 

unto the Jews only. 

 

Acts 11:26 And when he had found him, he brought him unto Antioch. And it came to pass, that 

a whole year they assembled themselves with the church, and taught much people. And the 

disciples were called Christians first in Antioch. 

 

Herod threatens certain of the church. 

 

Acts 12:1 Now about that time Herod the king stretched forth his hands to vex certain of the 

church. 

 

The church prayed for Peter. 

 

Acts 12:5 Peter therefore was kept in prison: but prayer was made without ceasing of the 

church unto God for him. 



 

→ Barnabas and Saul (Paul) commissioned from the church at Antioch in Syria. 
 

Acts 13:1-3 Now there were in the church that was at Antioch certain prophets and teachers; as 

Barnabas, and Simeon that was called Niger, and Lucius of Cyrene, and Manaen, which had been 

brought up with Herod the tetrarch, and Saul. 2 As they ministered to the Lord, and fasted, the 

Holy Ghost said, Separate me Barnabas and Saul for the work whereunto I have called them. 3 

And when they had fasted and prayed, and laid their hands on them, they sent them away. 

 

→ The church at Antioch in Syria revisited; door of faith opened to Gentiles. 
 

Acts 14:26-28 And thence sailed to Antioch, from whence they had been recommended to the 

grace of God for the work which they fulfilled. 27 And when they were come, and had gathered 

the church together, they rehearsed all that God had done with them, and how he had opened 

the door of faith unto the Gentiles. 28 And there they abode long time with the disciples. 

 

→ Synagogue at Salamis. 
Acts 13:5 And when they were at Salamis, they preached the word of God in the synagogues of 

the Jews: and they had also John to their minister. 

 

→ Synagogue at Antioch in Pisidia. 
Acts 13:14-16 But when they departed from Perga, they came to Antioch in Pisidia, and went 

into the synagogue on the sabbath day, and sat down. 15 And after the reading of the law and 

the prophets the rulers of the synagogue sent unto them, saying, Ye men and brethren, if ye 

have any word of exhortation for the people, say on. 16 Then Paul stood up, and beckoning with 

his hand said, Men of Israel, and ye that fear God, give audience. 42-43 And when the Jews were 

gone out of the synagogue, the Gentiles besought that these words might be preached to them 

the next sabbath. 43 Now when the congregation was broken up, many of the Jews and religious 

proselytes followed Paul and Barnabas: who, speaking to them, persuaded them to continue in 

the grace of God. 

 

→ Synagogue at Iconium. 
Acts 14:1-2 And it came to pass in Iconium, that they went both together into the synagogue of 

the Jews, and so spake, that a great multitude both of the Jews and also of the Greeks believed. 

2 But the unbelieving Jews stirred up the Gentiles, and made their minds evil affected against 

the brethren. 

 

→ Synagogue at Thessalonica. 
Acts 17:1-2 Now when they had passed through Amphipolis and Apollonia, they came to 

Thessalonica, where was a synagogue of the Jews: 2 And Paul, as his manner was, went in unto 

them, and three sabbath days reasoned with them out of the scriptures, 4 And some of them 

believed, and consorted with Paul and Silas; and of the devout Greeks a great multitude, and of 

the chief women not a few. 

 

 

 



→ Synagogue at Berea. 
Acts 17:10-12 And the brethren immediately sent away Paul and Silas by night unto Berea: who 

coming thither went into the synagogue of the Jews. 11 These were more noble than those in 

Thessalonica, in that they received the word with all readiness of mind, and searched the 

scriptures daily, whether those things were so. 12 Therefore many of them believed; also of 

honourable women which were Greeks, and of men, not a few. 

 

→ Synagogue at Athens and the Market Place. 
Acts 17:16-17 Now while Paul waited for them at Athens, his spirit was stirred in him, when he 

saw the city wholly given to idolatry. 17 Therefore disputed he in the synagogue with the Jews, 

and with the devout persons, and in the market daily with them that met with him. 

• with the Jews 

• with the devout persons 

• in the market daily with them that met with him (heathen) 

 

Introduction & First Recorded Salvation of the Heathen. 

 

Acts 17:23 For as I passed by, and beheld your devotions, I found an altar with this inscription, 

TO THE UNKNOWN GOD. Whom therefore ye ignorantly worship, him declare I unto you. 

 

Acts 17:32-34 And when they heard of the resurrection of the dead, some mocked: and others 

said, We will hear thee again of this matter. 33 So Paul departed from among them. 34 Howbeit 

certain men clave unto him, and believed: among the which was Dionysius the Areopagite, and 

a woman named Damaris, and others with them. 

 

→ Synagogue at Corinth. 
Acts 18:1 After these things Paul departed from Athens, and came to Corinth; 4-6 And he 

reasoned in the synagogue every sabbath, and persuaded the Jews and the Greeks. 5 And when 

Silas and Timotheus were come from Macedonia, Paul was pressed in the spirit, and testified to 

the Jews that Jesus was Christ. 6 And when they opposed themselves, and blasphemed, he 

shook his raiment, and said unto them, Your blood be upon your own heads; I am clean: from 

henceforth I will go unto the Gentiles. 

 

→ House joined hard to the synagogue at Corinth. 
Acts 18:7-8 And he departed thence, and entered into a certain man's house, named Justus, one 

that worshipped God, whose house joined hard to the synagogue. 8 And Crispus, the chief ruler 

of the synagogue, believed on the Lord with all his house; and many of the Corinthians hearing 

believed, and were baptized. 

 

Both Jews & Greeks/Gentiles Have Been Being Baptized In Christ Since Acts 13. 

 

Exodus 12:38 And a mixed multitude went up also with them; and flocks, and herds, even very 

much cattle. 

 

1 Corinthians 10:1-2 Moreover, brethren, I would not that ye should be ignorant, how that all 

our fathers were under the cloud, and all passed through the sea; 2 And were all baptized unto 

Moses in the cloud and in the sea; 



 

1 Corinthians 12:12-13 For as the body is one, and hath many members, and all the members of 

that one body, being many, are one body: so also is Christ. 13 For by one Spirit are we all 

baptized into one body, whether we be Jews or Gentiles, whether we be bond or free; and have 

been all made to drink into one Spirit. 

 

Galatians 3:26-29 For ye are all the children of God by faith in Christ Jesus. 27 For as many of 

you as have been baptized into Christ have put on Christ. 28 There is neither Jew nor Greek, 

there is neither bond nor free, there is neither male nor female: for ye are all one in Christ Jesus. 

29 And if ye be Christ's, then are ye Abraham's seed, and heirs according to the promise. 

 

→ Synagogue at Ephesus. 
Acts 18:19 And he came to Ephesus, and left them there: but he himself entered into the 

synagogue, and reasoned with the Jews. 

 

→ Synagogue at Ephesus. 
Acts 19:1, 8 And it came to pass, that, while Apollos was at Corinth, Paul having passed through 

the upper coasts came to Ephesus: and finding certain disciples,… 8 And he went into the 

synagogue, and spake boldly for the space of three months, disputing and persuading the things 

concerning the kingdom of God. 

 

Paul’s Gospel of the Grace of God Moves Beyond the Synagogues to the Heathen. 

→ School of one Tyrannus at Ephesus. 
Acts 19:9-10 But when divers were hardened, and believed not, but spake evil of that way 

before the multitude, he departed from them, and separated the disciples, disputing daily in the 

school of one Tyrannus. 10 And this continued by the space of two years; so that all they which 

dwelt in Asia heard the word of the Lord Jesus, both Jews and Greeks. 

Acts 20:20-24 And how I kept back nothing that was profitable unto you, but have shewed you, 

and have taught you publickly, and from house to house, 21 Testifying both to the Jews, and 

also to the Greeks, repentance toward God, and faith toward our Lord Jesus Christ. 22 And now, 

behold, I go bound in the spirit unto Jerusalem, not knowing the things that shall befall me 

there: 23 Save that the Holy Ghost witnesseth in every city, saying that bonds and afflictions 

abide me. 24 But none of these things move me, neither count I my life dear unto myself, so 

that I might finish my course with joy, and the ministry, which I have received of the Lord Jesus, 

to testify the gospel of the grace of God. 

Acts 20:28 Take heed therefore unto yourselves, and to all the flock, over the which the Holy 

Ghost hath made you overseers, to feed the church of God, which he hath purchased with his 

own blood. 

Acts 26:15-18 And I said, Who art thou, Lord? And he said, I am Jesus whom thou persecutest. 

16 But rise, and stand upon thy feet: for I have appeared unto thee for this purpose, to make 

thee a minister and a witness both of these things which thou hast seen, and of those things in 

the which I will appear unto thee; 17 Delivering thee from the people, and from the Gentiles, 

unto whom now I send thee, 18 To open their eyes, and to turn them from darkness to light, and 



from the power of Satan unto God, that they may receive forgiveness of sins, and inheritance 

among them which are sanctified by faith that is in me. 

• Delivering thee from the people (Israel/Jew) 

• and from the Gentiles (Devout Greeks/Gentiles) 

• unto whom now I send thee (the Heathen) 

• To open their eyes, and to turn them from darkness to light, and from the power of 

Satan unto God, that they may receive forgiveness of sins 

• and inheritance among them which are sanctified by faith that is in me 

 

Ephesians 2:18-22 For through him we both have access by one Spirit unto the Father. 19 Now therefore 

ye are no more strangers and foreigners, but fellowcitizens with the saints, and of the household of God; 

20 And are built upon the foundation of the apostles and prophets, Jesus Christ himself being the chief 

corner stone; 21 In whom all the building fitly framed together groweth unto an holy temple in the Lord: 

22 In whom ye also are builded together for an habitation of God through the Spirit. 

• For through him we both (Jew & Gentile) 

• have access by one Spirit unto the Father 

• Now therefore ye (Heathen) 

• are no more strangers and foreigners, but fellowcitizens with the saints, and of the household of 

God 

• And are built upon the foundation of the apostles and prophets 

• Jesus Christ himself being the chief corner stone 

• In whom all the building fitly framed together groweth unto an holy temple in the Lord 

• In whom ye also (converted non-covenanted Gentile (Heathen)) 

• are builded together for an habitation of God through the Spirit 

Ephesians 5:30-32 For we are members of his body, of his flesh, and of his bones. 31 For this cause shall 

a man leave his father and mother, and shall be joined unto his wife, and they two shall be one flesh. 32 

This is a great mystery: but I speak concerning Christ and the church. 

Colossians 1:18-27 And he is the head of the body, the church: who is the beginning, the firstborn 

from the dead; that in all things he might have the preeminence. 19 For it pleased the Father that in him 

should all fulness dwell; 20 And, having made peace through the blood of his cross, by him to reconcile 

all things unto himself; by him, I say, whether they be things in earth, or things in heaven. 21 And you, 

that were sometime alienated and enemies in your mind by wicked works, yet now hath he reconciled 

22 In the body of his flesh through death, to present you holy and unblameable and unreproveable in his 

sight: 23 If ye continue in the faith grounded and settled, and be not moved away from the hope of the 

gospel, which ye have heard, and which was preached to every creature which is under heaven; whereof 

I Paul am made a minister; 24 Who now rejoice in my sufferings for you, and fill up that which is behind 

of the afflictions of Christ in my flesh for his body's sake, which is the church: 25 Whereof I am made 

a minister, according to the dispensation of God which is given to me for you, to fulfil the word of God; 

26 Even the mystery which hath been hid from ages and from generations, but now is made manifest to 

his saints: 27 To whom God would make known what is the riches of the glory of this mystery among the 

Gentiles; which is Christ in you, the hope of glory: 


